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Nine year old Addi with her first buck. Doug with a real nice buck. Kent County 9 point.  His  first velvet 
buck ever.
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CREDITS

BY INSPIRATION MINISTRIES
Your Heavenly Vision

“I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept de-
claring … that they should repent and turn to God, performing 
deeds appropriate to repentance.”—Acts 26:19–20 NASB
Saul’s life was changed by a vision. When Jesus appeared to him 
as he approached Damascus on a mission to persecute Christians, 
Saul was transformed from a persecutor to the apostle Paul.
To help Paul understand this vision, Jesus sent Ananias so that 
Paul could understand that he was “a chosen instrument” who 
would “bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons 
of Israel” (Acts 9:15). Paul needed to be prepared for difficulties 
he would face.
Paul never forgot this vision. Wherever he went, its message was a 
constant reminder of God’s call and his personal ministry.

By focusing on this vision, Paul showed the consistency of his 
message. He was not motivated by the reactions of people but by 
his obedience to God. He spent his life fulfilling that call, going 
wherever God called him to go. By staying faithful to this vision, 
he had boldness, confidence, and clarity.
This message applies to all who have made Jesus their Lord. All 
believers, through this relationship, have been given a personal 
assignment that may include particular places to go and special 
things to do. We are prepared, trained, and equipped in special 
ways to accomplish these assignments.
Today, remember God’s call on your life. Do not be disobedient to 
your “heavenly vision.” Dedicate yourself to finishing your task, 
running your race, and winning the prize set before you (Hebrews 
12:1–2).
Reflection Question: What assignment from God are 
you working on right now?

Front Cover
A Hint of Storm
Maass, David A

www.wildwings.com
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Maryland Natural Resources Police Report: Summer 2024
 The Maryland Natural Resources 
Police (NRP) issued various cita-
tions and made numerous arrests for 
violations of criminal and natural 
resource law this summer. Charges 
filed against individuals include 
overfishing, theft, weapons viola-
tions, spotlighting deer, various in-
cidents at Maryland State Parks, and 
other crimes.
 A 25-year-old Mt. Airy man 
pleaded guilty to hunting deer during 
a closed season for killing a 19-point 
non-typical buck with a rifle during 
the archery-only season in Novem-
ber 2023. The buck’s Boone and 
Crockett Club score – a recognized 
standard for white-tailed deer – was 
169.
 The man posted photos of the tro-
phy buck to local social media groups 
after he harvested the animal, which 
officers later found to have been 
shot with a rifle. The individual was 
fined $1,000 for the charge of hunt-
ing during the closed season, while 
also being ordered to pay $5,000 res-
titution under Maryland’s Poaching 
Restitution Act. He was also ordered 
to serve 80 hours of community ser-
vice.
 Maryland Natural Resources Po-
lice officers recovered an unregis-
tered handgun and charged multiple 
individuals with weapons violations 
in Rocks State Park on July 7.
 A 24-year-old male and two 
18-year-old males from Middle Riv-
er were charged with possession of a 
firearm without a serial number and 
other offenses after officers respond-
ed to a call for individuals drinking 
alcohol in a state park. Officers and 
K9 units recovered the “ghost gun” 
off the King and Queen Seat trail, 
while another handgun, ammunition, 
and knives were also confiscated by 
NRP.
 Police charged a 43-year-old 
woman with possession of a weapon 
in a state park and possession of con-
trolled substances after finding an 
individual at an illegal campsite in 
Susquehanna State Park on June 3.
 After officers advised the woman 
that she was camping in a prohibited 
area, the individual admitted to pos-
sessing methamphetamine. Officers 
later found a sword and metal knuck-
les inside the tent. Three citations 
were issued, including a “must ap-
pear” violation for the drug charge.
 A 25-year-old Churchville man 
pled guilty to possessing a rifle with 
a felony conviction and spotlighting, 
receiving a one-year jail term after 
officers investigated an incident in 
which the man shot a sika deer from 
a vehicle in Dorchester County in 
November 2023.
 The individual was also ordered to 

5 years supervised probation, $2,000 
restitution under the Poaching Res-
titution Act, 80 hours of community 
service, and suspension of any hunt-
ing license/privilege for 5 years.
 A 52-year-old Mount Savage man 
was charged with killing two timber 
rattlesnakes on July 20 after he post-
ed the snake killing to a local Face-
book page.
 The man admitted to killing each 
snake with a rifle and a shovel and 
was cited with two charges of pos-
session of a List C species, punish-
able by up to $1,500 per offense.
 A 34-year-old Gaithersburg man 
was charged with possessing under-
sized fish when officers discovered 
99 undersized croakers, three under-
sized weakfish, and one undersized 
red drum on his boat at the Bush-
wood Wharf boat ramp in St. Mary’s 
County on July 21.
 The individual faces a maximum 
of $3,000 in fines and the revocation 
of his Maryland fishing licenses. All 
undersized fish were seized and re-

turned to the water.
 On August 4, Maryland Natural 
Resources Police officers assisted 
the Cecil County Sheriff’s Office 
with a search warrant to find stolen 
bushels of live blue crabs and com-
mercial crab processing equipment.
 Officers returned the bushels, sea-
food, and processing equipment to 
their rightful owners in Cecil County 
and Delaware.
 On August 2, Maryland Natural 
Resources Police officers assisted 
the Maryland State Police and Na-
tional Park Service with a reported 
domestic disturbance in Allegany 
County involving a man, a mother, 
and her young child.
 Arriving officers located and iden-
tified the male subject, who fled the 
scene but was found and arrested fol-
lowing a search including aviation 
and K9 assistance.
 The man was located nearly a 
mile from where initial contact was 
made, hiding along the banks of the 
Potomac River in thick brush. The 

individual was taken into custody 
where officers discovered he was 
wanted on extraditable warrants for 
grand theft auto, larceny, and proba-
tion violation in Florida.
 Maryland State Police Aviation 
assists officers from NRP and other 
allied agencies for a individual in-
volved in a domestic disturbance in 
Allegany County.
 A 38-year-old woman from Frost-
burg was charged with multiple nar-
cotics violations, resisting arrest, and 
driving on a suspended license after 
she and another individual were ap-
proached by Natural Resources Po-
lice officers in Garrett County on 
August 8.
 After refusing to exit the vehicle 
and resisting being handcuffed, the 
woman attempted to flee while offi-
cers tried to gain control of the ve-
hicle. Once the driver was detained, 
multiple bags of suspected heroin 
and fentanyl were found, along with 
several needles, various credit cards, 
IDs, cell phones, and other parapher-
nalia.
 The driver faces eight traffic 
charges, five controlled dangerous 
substance charges, and two charges 
for attempting to flee.
 Three individuals – a 31-year-
old woman from Gaithersburg, a 
29-year-old man from Clinton, and 
a 30-year-old woman from Silver 
Spring – face multiple charges after 
a fight resulting in injuries that oc-
curred in Greenbrier State Park on 
August 17.
 Police were dispatched to a re-
ported verbal altercation that turned 
physical. The arriving officers said 
the individuals had been drink-
ing alcohol, were non-compliant, 
and failed to provide identification. 
Charges issued include disorderly 
conduct, assault, resisting arrest, 
possession of alcohol in a state park, 
and various others.

Ofc. Charles Faith holds the antlers of an illegally-harvested 
19-point whitetail deer in Frederick County. Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources photo.



www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com6 October 2024

     At this point in fall, water 
temperatures are on a slow and 
steady decline and stripers are ready 
to feed. Their tenacious appetite 
doesn’t make it automatic that we 
will catch them every time out. 
Knowing where they will be and 
why they are there is just part of the 
fishing equation. On the upper bay 
rivers, I look for them in shallow 
waters. Even when we know where 
to catch them, figuring out the bite 
is the prime objective. 

      Stripers do feed aggressively 
in fall. Sure, you will find surface 
feeding frenzies in random places. 
However, save for those blitzes, you 
are not going to find them just any-
where. Stripers are driven by their 
food source and current. Stripers 
take advantage of the slack side of 
current to ambush their prey. Rock 
piles, bridge pillars, bulk heads, 
humps, points of land, and break 
lines are examples of prime cover. 
Baitfish are pushed passed the cover 
by current; the stronger the push, 
the more this food source struggles. 
The strategic positioning on the 
calm side of cover allows stripers 
perfect feeding opportunities.

     Not every piece of cover 
or structure holds stripers all the 
time. Remember, current positions 
stripers. It’s not often that you will 
find areas the hold fish on both 
tide stages. If you find such spots, 
consider yourself blessed. Your 
favorite rock pile or hump at low 
tide may not be as productive at high 
tide depending on how the current 
flow around it. With no food source 
pushing by, stripers must relocate to 
more advantageous feeding areas.

     It doesn’t take much in the 

way of depth change alongside 
cover or structure for stripers to 
find comfort. A small submerged 
rock pile or a one-foot change in 
bottom contour can be enough to 
harbor several stripers. One of my 
favorite shallow river spots is a 
200-yard ridge with a depth change 
from 3 to 5 feet or water. This is one 
of those spots that produces for me 
on both tides.

     A quality GPS/depth finder 
unit is a game changer for your 
fishing. In GPS mode, your unit 
should show you a top view lay-
out of depth on the body of water 
you are fishing. It often annotates 
wrecks and other underwater navi-
gational hazards. These areas can 
yield stripers, but approach them 
with caution. Sonar mode shows 
you bottom composition and how 
stripers and baitfish relate to it. A 
switch to split screen mode (GPS 
and sonar) allows you to follow 
contour lines while watching for 
baitfish and stripers.

     Shallow water fishing is a rela-
tive term when fishing the various 
rivers of the upper bay. I consider 
depths of 10 feet and less as being 
shallow. I jokingly say that in fall; 
if you find see my boat in deep 
water, I must be lost. I’ve learned 
that what works in one river may 
not necessarily draw strikes in an-
other river, or in different parts of 
the same river. Cover and structure, 
and the food source differs, and we 
have to adapt our techniques and 
lure choices.

     When stripers chase bait to 
the surface, no matter the river or 
bay location, topwater plugs are 
always a good choice. There are a 

couple of rivers where I fish where 
the rattle trap is king. Head to the 
mouth of those rivers, and rivers 
in other sections of the bay, and I 
seldom get a bite. In the same areas 
where I cast the traps, paddle tail 
swim baits also get strikes. These 
soft baits seem to get the better bites 
at the mouths of the rivers.

     Fishing in shallow water often 
means lightening up our tackle. 
Jig head weights can range from 
1/8-ounce to 3/8-ounce. Depth 
has a lot to do with it, but choose 
wisely. The lightest 1/8-ounce head 
can be the best choice for skinny 
water. Yet, with it being so light, it 
forces you to fish slowly to keep 
your lure close to the bottom. Here, 
a ¼-ounce head is the option for a 
more rapid retrieve. 

     No matter how well we think 
we know our fall locations and tech-
niques, we can still struggle to get 
the bite. When our electronics are 
showing stripers and baitfish, yet 

the rod is not bending; we need to 
make changes. Last year I struggled 
at a favorite submerged rock pile. 
A simple switch from one brand of 
rattle trap to another made the dif-
ference in getting the bite. There are 
days, too, when changing the size 
and/or color of a lure can salvage 
the day. Getting the bite can also be 
as simple as speeding up or slowing 
down your retrieve rate.

     The shallow waters of the up-
per Chesapeake hold good numbers 
of stripers every fall. Knowing the 
areas they inhabit and how current 
influences this cover and structure 
can help us narrow down where 
and when we can catch them. Lure 
selection can also determine the 
catch rate. Making subtle changes 
to our strategies when we know 
conditions are right will make a 
difference. These are just a few 
thoughts for finding and catching 
stripers in shallow water this, and 
every, fall.

“Tackle Box Tim”“Tackle Box Tim”

SHALLOW 
THOUGHTS

Chapel Cove
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
BOAT & HOSE AT 

CHAPEL COVE
Steaks & Seafood

Thurs.-Sat., 12-8

Sunday 12-6

Taylors Island, MD 
Marina Phone: 410-901-1070

tifccamp@comcast.net

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Full line of Traditional 
Archery Equipment.

 Ezra Johnston shows a striper from the shallow  waters of the 
Gunpowder River.
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 Beautiful PG County deer. Words can’t describe the feeling. Becky Burrs Opening day, first velvet buck.
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods

I’m not going to lie, but the older 
I get, the more I reflect on being 
young again. I think it’s just a 
natural process of the human mind, 
body and spirit. As far as fish-
ing goes, I often long for simpler 
times and a relief from all the crazy 
and new-fashioned tools that are 
designed to make us all great fisher-
men.
 Lately, I been watching too 
many You Tube vids on Deep South 
panfishing with simplistic tackle 
and tactics. Telescoping poles, 
Beetle Spins, crickets and coolers 
of warmouths, shellcrackers and 
“brim”. Nobody goes into intimate 
detail or ecological theories as 
to why the fish are there or why 
they are biting…they just get out 
there and fish. Sure, some of those 
oldsters have upgraded boats and 
rely on contemporary sonar imag-
ing to locate concentrations of fish 
in vast tidal or riverine systems. But 
crickets, corks and catalpa worms 
still rule the day, day in and day out.
 So, with all that in mind, 
I must confess I have fallen away, 
“backslided” if you will, with age 
old and basic concepts to catch 
bass and panfish from our local 
waters. I broke out the 13-foot crap-
pie pole from Cabelas and got me 
some small Beetle Spins. I scarfed 
up some 2x long Aberdeen hooks 
called “cricket” hooks, only I use 
them for worms and pieces of Gulp! 
items. I even skidded so low as to 
purchase a bag of those classic, red 
and white, round plastic bobbers 
that are used exclusively for mere 
“kids’ stuff” style fishing.  Then, 
I had the nerve to shelve a couple 
of bass forays, opting instead for 
some serious “bobber watching” 
instead. There is something about a 
disappearing bobber that haunts and 
addicts even the strongest of men. 
 Worms have played an 
important role in this current 
downslide. Either dug or bought, 
I have renewed my age-old confi-
dence in these common critters as I 
have captured way too many quality 
fish, both recent and over a life-
time, of both panfish and gamefish. 
True, worm dirt and worm poop 
get heavy under the fingernails, but 
that’s just a small “badge of honor” 
that goes with the old-school terri-

tory. 
 Earlier this spring I spied 
a number of very large, nesting 
pumpkinseed sunfish that just 
wouldn’t touch a thing I threw at 
them, except for a lively, whole 
garden worm that they couldn’t re-
sist. In time, an 18-inch bass would 
intercept an otherwise panfish of-
fering and make my ultralight reel 
sing. On another trip, a 75-fish day 
on worms featured a single spawn-
ing crappie amid a slew of pre-
spawn bluegills. That lone crappie, 
however, measured 16-inches, by 
far my best of the season. Worms 
work, that’s why the old timers use 
them.
 I have found that the use 
of a worm with a 1/32-ounce jig 
to be a great search rig for not just 
panfish but bass, even trout at times. 
With the panfish the jig actually 
prevents the fish from swallow-
ing the hook where an Aberdeen 
hook could get ingested, causing a 
failure for released fish. Then again, 
if you’re keeping fish for a meal it 
doesn’t really matter. Which brings 
me to another old-timey, laid-
back concept…the actual keeping 
and eating of fish. With catch and 
release angling playing a dominant 
role in many of todays’ fisheries one 
often questions which fish to keep 
and eat and which ones to release. 
In the panfish world many anglers 
tend to keep the wrong fish, that is, 
the largest (and only the largest) of 
any given specie. In huge tidal or 
reservoir systems, this may work 
due to the abundance of adult fish. 
But in smaller lakes, ponds and riv-
ers overharvest can deplete a fish-
ery. I fish small public and private 
lakes that are seldom more than 
50-acres and many much smaller. 
My creel this spring has included 
bluegills from 7.5 to 9-inches 
and crappies in the 10 to 12-inch 
range. Bigger fish go back and in 
many of the waters I fish I have a 
shot at a trophy bluegill, red ear or 
crappie every time out. But I must 
admit, those eater-sized crappie 
and bluegill are about as good as it 
gets for the taste buds.
 Sometimes, chuckin’ 
worms can get you in trouble, or, 
it can lead to victory. When a big 
fish hits a garden worm and takes 

off like a freight train, you’ll need 
some skill and a lot of luck to win 
the day. It has happened several 
times over the years with 5-pound 
class largemouths, bulbous carp and 
powerhouse, overgrown channel 
catfish. My last big-fish encounter 
was of the catfish kind with a mid to 
upper teen class fish taking a jig and 
worm combo and nearly spooling 
me on the initial run. Took a while, 
but before the murk had settled I 
somehow managed to land a repul-
sively fat channel catfish that was 
easily my new PB for weight, an 
absolute giant on 4-pound test. We 
were both exhausted. The fish swam 

away, and I took a nap.
 No one ever said that fish-
ing had to be complex, advanced, 
confusing or challenging. Yet, some 
anglers want the challenge and feel 
as though they might be less of an 
angler if they don’t follow specific 
guidelines outlined on social media, 
TV or various You Tube fishing 
channels. In this day of on-going 
one-upmanship, fishermen feel as 
though they must accomplish some-
thing or discover a breakthrough 
tactic or perhaps hold dearly to a 
cherished “secret”. But for me, at 
least for a little while, I’m sticking 
with “old school”. Whatever bites, 

By Jim Gronaw

GOING OLD 
SCHOOL

“Fishin’ Back East”“Fishin’ Back East”

Back-sliding to worms and bluegills.

Old school makes old men feel young again.
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SPANNING THE GLOBE

Brian Williams with a pair of nice Swordfish.

Talk about an opening day of Gator Season 24’!!  Megan Sasser is with Red Antler Processing and  4 others.  We sat through a monsoon 
for over 3 hours… crunched 2 poles, survived the death roll a few times, displaced everything in the boat and still managed to bring this 
monster home!!!  Official weight is 802 pounds, 65.5 inches on his girth and 14 ft. Estimated to be over 60 years old.   This team pulled 
off nothing short of a miracle this afternoon! All of the stars aligned and we joined the 14 foot club!  I do think we will take a day to rest 
now

Kyli Strickland with a stud Wahoo caught last month in North 
Carolina
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TO TROLL OR NOT 
TO TROLL

“Tuna The Tide”“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark 
Galasso

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

     

The storm left the area around 
4:30am and the remaining wind had 
switched to a light breeze out of the 
southeast. The residual moisture 
made everything a little slick. When 
I arrived at the boat around 6:30am 
the tide was extremely high and still 
coming in hard. I had to climb into 
the boat. I remembered my client 
saying her Pop Pop was coming. He 
was celebrating a birthday and was 
in his mid eighties. This was going 
to prove interesting. At least there 
wasn’t much boat traffic this early 
on a cloudy Sunday.
     We got everyone on board with 
out to much trouble. Pop Pop did 
fine but the water continued to rise. 
By the time we pulled out of the slip 
it was nearly over the dock and still 
flooding. I guess the super/harvest/
full moon with a partial eclipse was 
playing havoc with the tides. I hoped 
it wouldn’t play havoc with the fish. 
We’d know soon enough. Based on 
the last few days fishing and the high 
tides I decided to go up the Chester 
River. My hope was that the fish 
would be on a few Oyster Humps I 
knew about.
     I decided to put out a five rod 
spoon rig and troll over some of the 
humps and see if anyone was home. 
If not we’d keep hunting. I asked my 
party if that was OK. I’ve learned 
over the years that some people 
just have an aversion to trolling so 
there’s no point in doing it and upset 
anyone. I like to troll when I’m pros-
pecting because I can cover a lot of 
ground and get a good read on how 
the fish are oriented and if they’re 
hungry. I explained this to the party.
     There are hundreds of oyster 
lumps in the Chester as well as a 
few rock piles. Usually at least a 
few of them are holding fish. If not 
Rockfish then White Perch, Spot or 
Catfish. One or two passes with the 
trolling rig and you know. Then you 
can decide whether to liveline or jig 
or keep trolling.
     Something to remember when do-
ing this scouting is fish like a little 
current. If you see them and can’t 
catch them it might just be that the 
tide isn’t right. The first few lumps 
and bumps we went over were emp-
ty. But we finally went over one that 
showed fish stacked up on the down 
current side of the Oyster Bar. They 
looked like Rock though the arches 
on my meter led me to believe they 
were dinks. Three rods went down 
at the same time. Two dinks and one 
about twenty-one inches. Now were 
getting somewhere.
     I swung around for another pass. 
The boat lost a knot of speed letting 

me know we still had some current 
flowing over the bar. The screen 
lit up. I told the party to get ready. 
Nothing. That’s odd. We made a 
couple more passes. It seemed every 
time we went with the current we 
caught and against the current we 
didn’t. As fast as it started it died. So 
we moved on.
     We found them again on a dif-
ferent Oyster Bar. Same scenario. 
Only this time the marks looked big-
ger. I for one was pretty excited. I 
didn’t say to much because I didn’t 
want the party to be let down if they 
didn’t bite. Good plan because they 
DIDN”T bite. I did two passes and 
even tried to hit them with a cross 
current troll. All for nothing. I 
looked at my speed it was consistent 
in every direction. I pulled up the 
tide chart. It was dead low. This is a 
spot to check later when the current 
picks back up.
     So this was our day. Just a slow 
pick. We tried dozens of spots and 
lots of different depths. It seemed 
the fish were as crazy as the tides. 
No real pattern to hang your hat 
on. I felt a little guilty like maybe I 
should have tried something else. In 
fact one of the guys asked me “Cap-
tain, how do you know when to troll 
or when to jig or when to liveline.” 
I fumbled for an answer. But now 
that I’ve given it more thought this 
is what I came up with.
     First you need to gauge your par-
ty. Some people actually like to troll. 
They want to relax and have a few 
beers and let the boat do the work. 
That’s fine. Some people would 
rather not catch anything than troll. 
That’s fine too. But for the average 
Joe, or Jill, that just wants to catch 
fish this is how my feeble mind 
works. And it changes from sea-
son to season. I troll to find fish. If 
they are scattered I can cover some 
ground. Sometimes they aren’t on 
any structure we’re  fishing while 
we’re looking. If I find a larger hun-
gry group of fish I can switch to jig-
ging or if I have Spot, livelining. 
     In the spring and fall we gen-
erally jig. I can usually find fish in 
the open chasing bait. In the heat of 
the summer not so much. Livelin-
ing takes over. Plus Spot are readily 
available in the summer. Also a lot 
of the larger fish move in to structure 
so they can ambush prey. When the 
water temperatures are in the upper 
70’s to mid 80’s larger fish just don’t 
have the energy to chase bait in open 
water. They tend to look for easier 
prey like crabs, Spot or Perch. Ever 
wonder why mid summer larger fish 
are more sickly, especially around 

structure. It’s because they aren’t 
getting the oily nutrients from open 
water prey like Menhaden. They are 
hungry though are willing to eat al-
most anything so long as they don’t 
have to chase it.
     So the bottom line is you need 
to gauge your fisherman as well as 
the fish. I know I’ve said it before 
but it’s worth repeating. If you have 
an idea of how the fish think it can 

dramatically improve your chances 
of catching them. You need to know 
different patterns and how to take 
advantage of them. You need to 
know how they adjust in their feed-
ing to adapt to different environmen-
tal conditions. It really does help you 
decide whether to troll, jig or live-
line. Now if I could only figure out 
how the super, Harvest, Full Moon 
affects them I’d be Golden!

NOW BOOKING FALL TRIPS 
FOR ROCKFISH

Departing from Deal Island and 
Cape Charles

www.fishandduck.com
Call Captain Harry 443.871.3499
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• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available
Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now

410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023
US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open 7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine 

24 Covered Benches
$25 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

9 am to Sunset

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

9 AM - 6 PM

Jeff Lare Jr. Put a good one down last night. 3 seasons worth of 
watching this deer and it finally came together!

New Maryland state record 
Yellowedge Grouper catch made in 
Poorman’s Canyon off Ocean City

A fish caught in Poorman’s Canyon off of Ocean City, Maryland be-
came a state world record holder, and the first state record holder of its 
species.
 The Maryland Department of Natural Resources announced on 
Sept. 4 that Jian Feng Li of Silver Spring, Maryland has been recog-
nized as the first state record holder for Yellowedge Grouper in the 
Atlantic Division after the catch he made on Aug. 27.
 Li caught a 38-pound, 43-inch fish while fishing in Poorman’s 
Canyon off Ocean City. Li’s catch is the first state record for this spe-
cies, and it is only 10 pounds lighter than the International Game Fish 
Association world record Yellowedge Grouper.
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Give us a call to get on the books!

410-708-1616 410-739-7433

Now Booking 2024-2025 Season!

Snows - Canadas - Divers - Sea DucksSnows - Canadas - Divers - Sea Ducks

Fall 2024 Trout Stocking to Begin Across Maryland
 The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) will begin 
fall trout stocking in early October 
as soon as water levels and tempera-
tures are acceptable for trout. 
 Department crews will transport 
thousands of state hatchery-raised 
brown, golden rainbow, and rain-
bow trout and release them statewide 
in select creeks, rivers, lakes, and 
ponds. 
 The department is making 
changes to trout stocking in 2024 
into 2025 in response to survey feed-
back from trout anglers as well as 
heat and drought-induced challenges 
faced at the hatcheries this past sum-
mer. DNR Fishing and Boating Ser-
vices periodically surveys anglers 
and incorporates the results into the 
agency’s operations.
 “Anglers’ preferences and opin-
ions help guide our management ap-
proach and inform the services we 
provide,” said John Mullican, direc-
tor of DNR’s Freshwater Fisheries 
and Hatcheries Division. “We heard 
from many put-and-take trout an-
glers that they would prefer to catch 
larger trout, even if they caught few-
er trout overall, so we are adjusting 
the stocking strategy to achieve that 
end result.”
Three of DNR’s four cold water 
hatcheries use water sourced from 
natural springs and creeks to hatch 
and raise trout. Relying on natural 
water sources comes with significant 
management challenges because 
the quantity and temperature of the 
water flowing into the hatchery are 
determined by environmental fac-
tors. Hatcheries can produce a giv-
en poundage of fish based on water 
quantity and quality at each facil-
ity. This ultimately determines how 
many and what size trout are pro-
duced each season.
 For the fall 2024 stocking, the 
hatcheries will place about 3,000 
brown trout and 12,000 rainbow 
trout in select waters across the state. 
This represents a 30% decrease from 
2023, but the trout will be larger, av-
eraging slightly more than a pound 
each. Additional fish will be held 
until the spring 2025 stocking to in-
crease the number of trout available 
and allow for several more months of 
growth in the hatchery. Hatcheries are 
also working to increase the number 
of trophy-sized trout stocked, mostly 
with fish in the three- to four-pound 
range. 
 Based on additional angler feed-
back, DNR is also planning to stock 
more brown trout in the future. An-
glers can look forward to about 
12,000 brown trout during the spring 
2025 season with an additional 2,000 
“holdover” brown trout that will av-
erage about a pound each, new for 
2025. All brown trout are reared at 

Albert Powell Hatchery’s satellite fa-
cility, Cushwa.
 Stocking sites and times are an-
nounced after each day’s stockings 
are complete. Anglers are encour-
aged to sign up for email updates to 
receive the latest stocking informa-
tion. 
 Starting in October, anglers can 
call the trout stocking hotline at 800-
688-3467 on Fridays for a weekly 
update on all locations stocked. The 
department publishes daily stocking 
updates on its trout stocking web-
page and posts them on Facebook 
and X. 
 Information on fishing licens-

es, trout stamps, and other related 
products is available on the online 
licensing portal or the Department 
of Natural Resources Licensing and 
Registration Services website.
 As a reminder, regulations are 
in effect requiring catch-and-release 
fishing only for brook trout in all put-
and-take trout areas and all waters 
east of Interstate 81. Anglers should 
take time to properly identify brook 
trout, which are not stocked by the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
Some stocked streams have seasonal 
restrictions so anglers should consult 
the current Maryland Guide to Fish-
ing and Crabbing for all rules

Rainbow trout is among the spe-
cies to be stocked in Maryland 
waters. Photo by Ranger Mark 
Spurrier, Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources.
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atlantictractor.net
Visit one of our 19 locations!

BUILT FOR
YOUR DAY

John Deere Gators give you the 
power, handling and comfort you 

need to take care of business. 

Graey Fike caught this Pompano 
4lb. 8oz 21” aboard Charter boat 
Fish Tales, captain Joe Schwartz 
on September 22, 2024 near 
Tilghman island

Maryland’s Small Game and Wild Turkey Seasons 
Provide Abundant Fall Hunting Opportunities
 The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources reminds hunt-
ers that squirrel, rabbit, fall turkey, 
and other small game seasons are 
either underway or set to open in the 
coming weeks. Some of these spe-
cies offer generous seasons and bag 
limits and are abundant throughout 
Maryland.
 “Small game hunting can be an 
enjoyable way to spend time afield 
for both new and experienced hunt-
ers alike,” Wildlife and Heritage 
Service Director Karina Stonesi-
fer said. “Squirrels and rabbits, in 
particular, are common throughout 
Maryland and can provide memo-
rable experiences once located.”
 Squirrel season opened Septem-
ber 2 with a bag limit of six per day 
(The Delmarva fox squirrel is not 
included in this season; this subspe-

cies remains protected to ensure 
continued population recovery). 
Focusing on areas with large mast-
producing trees, such as oaks and 
hickories, is always a good bet when 
looking for squirrels. 
 Rabbit season begins on No-
vember 2 with a bag limit of four 
per day. Rabbits prefer brushy and 
weedy areas such as overgrown 
fields and hedgerows. Both rabbit 

and squirrel seasons are open until 
February 28. 
 For hunters in Garrett, Al-
legany, and Washington counties, 
the fall turkey hunting season will 
open on November 2 and continue 
through November 10 with a bag 
limit of one turkey per hunter. Sum-
mer surveys showed good turkey re-
production in the western mountains 
this year, which should translate into 

larger flocks. 
 Bird hunters should note that 
the bobwhite quail season remains 
closed on public lands east of the 
Susquehanna River and Chesapeake 
Bay.
 Complete hunting regulations, 
check-in procedures and informa-
tion on public land hunting can be 
found in the Guide to Hunting and 
Trapping in Maryland.
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Check out E-line Store - 
www.theshoresportsman.com

“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

Duck Blind and Goose Pit 
Material by the bundle 

or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS

 On August 27, 2024, at approximately 3:36 PM, the Dover Police 
Department received a call from an individual in Albania, reporting that 
their brother’s boat was sinking in the English Channel off the coast of 
Dover, England.  The caller had conducted an internet search for the “Do-
ver Police Department” and the first search result on the screen proved to 
be the Dover, Delaware Police Department.  The family member thought 
they were calling Dover, England but was connected with the agency here 
in the United States.
 Recognizing the risks associated with trying to refer the frantic 
emergency caller, Communications Operator MacKenzie Atkinson kept 
them on the line and began collecting critical information.  The caller 
provided the latitudinal and longitudinal coordinates of this vessel and 

C/O Atkinson used the skills obtained from her training through Prior-
ity Dispatch and her newly acquired certification from the International 
Academies of Emergency Dispatch and followed the protocols for a ves-
sel in distress.  While C/O Atkinson kept working with the caller on the 
phone, C/O Connor Logan began making international notifications in an 
effort to rescue this sinking vessel.  Within just four minutes, he estab-
lished contact with the following domestic and international agencies:

-The Kent County 911/Division of Emergency Communications
-Delaware River and Bay Authority Section of the U.S. Coast Guard
-U.S. Coast Guard District 5
-The French Coast Guard
-His Majesty’s Coast Guard of England
-Dover, England Police Stations
Maritime and Coastguard Agency’s Coordination Center

 Just 15 minutes and 48 seconds after the initial call, the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency confirmed they were on their way to rescue the 
vessel.  While all of this was going on, the remaining two dispatchers, 
C/O Patricia Mazzola and C/O Briana Dozier ensured that all local calls 
were handled and the citizens of Dover still received emergency services 
without any delays.  On September 5th, 2024, while conducting a follow-
up on the incident, we received confirmation that the vessel and all per-
sons on board were safely returned to the Port of Dover, England as part 
of this rescue effort.  As a result, Emergency Communications Manager 
Matthew Carey has nominated the group for a Dover PD Distinguished 
Unit Commendation.

Across Oceans, Through the Airwaves: Dover Dispatchers’ 
Quick Action Saves Sinking Vessel in a Different Dover
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Brendon McCann, is all smiles with his trophy bass taken in 
Western MD.

Eden teen is 13th Fish-
Maryland Master Angler

Landon Derbyshire, 13th FishMaryland Master Angler, holds a 
red drum caught and released near Crisfield

ANNAPOLIS — Landon Derbyshire of Eden has earned a Master Angler 
Milestone Award under the Maryland Department of Natural Resources’ Fish-
Maryland program.
 Landon is the 13th Master Angler since the program began in 2019 and the 
second youth angler to win the award, having met his qualifications at age 15. 
The award recognizes recreational anglers who catch 10 trophy-sized fish of 
different species in Maryland.
 He targets a variety of saltwater and freshwater fish, including invasive spe-
cies, along the lower Eastern Shore, Chesapeake Bay, and Atlantic Ocean.
 “I got into fishing because my dad took me pond fishing when I was around 
five and I really enjoyed it,” he said.
 The FishMaryland program includes dozens of species from both salt and 
freshwater. Landon submitted entries for all 10 catches and received individual 
certificates for each catch. He caught and released his 10th FishMaryland 
eligible fish, a sand tiger shark, on a boat just beyond the breakers off of a 
Maryland ocean beach. His Master Angler certificate was awarded on Aug. 27, 
about two weeks before his 16th birthday.
Landon’s qualifying catches, in order, were:
Carp – 31.5 inches
Sheepshead – 24.5 inches
Blue shark – 85 inches
Red drum – 51 inches
Striped bass- 45 inches
Cobia – 53 inches
Blueline tilefish – 28 inches
Northern snakehead (Chesapeake Channa) – 31 inches
Spotted seatrout – 24 inches
Sand tiger shark – 73 inches
Landon caught the qualifying fish in many different locations including hook-
ing a Chesapeake Channa (northern snakehead) in the inland tidal waters of 
Allen Pond, a cobia in the lower Chesapeake Bay (the Middle Grounds), and 
a blue shark off the Ocean City shore at the “Hot Dog,” a popular deep water 
fishing spot. 
 “I would say my favorite fish to catch would be red drum.” “I like fishing 
for them because they put up a great fight and they are a really cool looking 
fish.”
 He had set his sights on becoming the youngest Master Angler award 
winner. After 11-year-old angler Lucy Moore earned that title in May 2024, 
Landon then determined he would work to achieve the award before his 16th 
birthday.
 “I showed people I could do it before I was old enough to get a fishing 
license,” he said. “I had a lot of fun catching these fish and would not have 
caught them without help from the great folks at Sea Hawk Sport Center in 
Pocomoke City. My advice is to never give up, and keep fishing.”
 FishMaryland is Maryland’s recreational fishing award program and is a fun 
way to explore year-round recreational fishing and enjoy affordable, acces-
sible, diverse, and high-quality fishing opportunities. More information on the 
Master Angler Milestone Award and the FishMaryland program is available on 
the program’s website.
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“Montana Grant”“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

CAMP BREAKFAST

 Breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day. You have been fast-
ing all night long and now need to 
“Break the Fast”. If you skip break-
fast, your body systems will be slow 
to turn on and stay full of energy. At 
a Maryland hunting or fishing camp, 
this meal is the most important. 
Whether you are in the Appalachians 
or along the Bay, breakfast is impor-
tant to start your day.
 My favorite Breakfast afield, 
camping, and at home is Biscuits 
and Gravy. This is easy to make and 
is so filling. Start with a pound of 
sausage. Use what you like or have. 
Dice some onions into the sausage 
just because. I add some Old Bay 
seasoning to the mix. Once the sau-
sage is browned, add a shot glass 
of maple syrup. Now add 2 cups of 
milk and stir/whisk in a quarter cup 
of flour. Add a dash of nutmeg. If 
you enjoy spicier gravy, add some 
hot sauce. The sweetness of the syr-
up will help to tone down anything 
too hot. Make it as thick or thin as 
you like. 
 For the biscuits you can use bread, 
Bisquick drop biscuits, or make your 
own from scratch. English Muffins 
will do in a pinch, but you need a 
knife to cut them. You can tear the 
bread or muffins into pieces. To 
warm them up, put them in a metal 
dish covered in foil atop the wood 
stove or… 
 Sausage gravy also is great on 
chops, meatloaf, or other dinners. 
If you are truly lazy, Libby’s makes 
Sausage Gravy in a can. It’s a bit 
slim on the sausage so fry sausage 
up and dump in the can of gravy. All 
of this can be made ahead of time 
and frozen or stored in plastic bags. 
You can leave the premade gravy in 
a sealed bag and heat in boiling wa-
ter. Now you have water for dishes 
or washing also. 
 As a past Camp Cook, here is 
what I prepared for my hungry Camp 
guests.
 Biscuits and Gravy      So easy 
and good. Extra biscuits can be used 
for jelly or apple butter. Make the 
biscuits in a Dutch Oven for best re-

sults. You can also make them ahead 
and heat them up on the grill. Have 
some Hot Sauce on the side for the 
spice lovers. I also add Nutmeg and 
Old Bay seasoning to my gravy.
French Toast     You can use what-
ever bread you have. Hot dog or 
hamburger rolls, Melba Toast, or 
heels and leftovers. Soak them in a 
bath of eggs, milk, sugar, and cinna-
mon. Tasty and popular. Have syrup, 
jelly, honey, powdered sugar, or… 
on hand. You can also make French 
toast as a casserole in a Dutch Oven. 
Once baked, just dig out your por-
tions.
 Omelets    2 hot pans can make 
omelets, cooked to order, in a hur-
ry.  Have everything on display and 
ready to load. Hot sauce or ketchup 
on the side. 
 Breakfast Sandwiches/ Burritos    
Bagels, English Muffins, Toast, or 
warmed tortilla wraps are the perfect 
platform. Load the sandwich/wrap 
with what you like.
 Quiche   Yes, they will eat Quiche 
if you call it a Breakfast Casserole. 
Cream o Wheat is an old school 
camp favorite. It really “sticks to 
your bones”. Add some butter and 
brown sugar on top for a warm and 
hearty wake up meal. Oatmeal can 
also be a quick and easy morning 
starter. Toppings help with the fla-
vor.
Eggs and… I make eggs to order. 2 
pans on a Coleman work well. Take 
liquid eggs for egg washes, scram-

bled eggs. Whole eggs 
need to be packed prop-
erly, so they stay intact. 
Try cutting a hole in a 
slice of bread, where 
you can dump the raw 
egg. Now the fried egg 
is perfectly shaped and 
has toast attached. 
Pastries     Prepackage 
the ingredients. Cinna-
mon buns, coffee cake, 
and donut holes are fast 
and easy. Dutch Ovens 
are easy and wonderful 
for baking or frying. 
Drinks     Cowboy cof-
fee is a must. Black is 
best but some powdered 
creamer and sugar will 
be available. I also of-
fer honey. Tea is just 
boiled water, so I have 
some tea bags on hand.  Juices are 
fine. I try to have juice powders or 
extracts that I can make afield. Add-
ing some wild mint kicks them up a 
notch. Canned juices are easy. The 
big cans are cheap and durable. The 
cleaned can, can be used for many 
other camp needs. Tomato or Vege-
table juices have other uses for mak-
ing sauces and drinks. 
 Fish    Fileted trout and eggs are 
tasty and fun. Do the prep ahead of 
time and it does not take long. Corn 
Muffins with honey on top add to the 
meal. 
 Be Creative    at a hunting camp, 
Liver and Onions may be a breakfast 
request. Look for what’s available in 
the wild. Adding wild spices, fruits, 
and tubers can be a way to extend the 
pantry. Berries, wild plums, apples, 
and … can make great toppings. 
  Breakfast Sides    Bacon, sau-
sage, Scrapple, and potatoes will 
do the trick. I prefer sausage that I 
can form into a patty, the size that I 
need for a sandwich, to throw into 
the gravy, or use as a garnish. Bacon 
can be precooked and just heated or 
crumbled. Hash browns take some 
preparation but are worth the time. 

The key is to get as much moisture 
out of the shreds and fry them until 
golden brown. Shredded cheese, in 
a few variations, add flavor. You can 
take small blocks of cheese to shred. 
This takes up less space.
 If you have never tried Scrapple, 
check it out! Easy to fry and deli-
cious. Great on a sandwich. Rapa 
scrapple is great but in western 
Maryland, “Yoders” scrapple was 
local and tasty. A splash of maple 
syrup will add to the flavor.
 Presentation is key. The better it 
looks, the happier the campers. It 
does not take much effort or creativ-
ity to make food look decent and in-
viting. We are visual feeders. Ask the 
campers what they prefer and have 
it ready for them. Leftovers can be 
loaded onto a roll or biscuit and taken 
afield for lunch. I remember taking a 
couple foil wrapped baked potatoes 
in my pockets for a hand warmer. 
They also made a good lunch.
Hunting and fishing camp is a special 
time. Breakfast sets the tone for the 
day. Things are better with a group 
of friends on the feed. 
Cooking Breakfast is fun and easy. 



17www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comOctober 2024

tifccamp@comcast.net

A 12-year-old boy fatally shoots a 
black bear mauling his father dur-
ing a hunt in western Wisconsin
SIREN, Wis. (AP) — A 12-year-old boy has shot and killed a wounded 
black bear as it was mauling his father near their hunting cabin in the 
thick western Wisconsin woods.
 Ryan Beierman, 43, told the Minnesota Star Tribune that he was 
pinned beneath the 200-pound bruin on Sept. 6 when his son, Owen, 
fired a shot from the boy’s hunting rifle.
 “Owen was a hero. He shot that bear and killed it on top of 
me,” said Beierman, who suffered bites to his forehead, arm and leg. 
He also needed stitches to reattach a flap of skin on his cheek that was 
ripped during the attack.
 Earlier, he and Owen spotted the bear from a tree stand near 
Siren, Wisconsin, about 90 miles (144 kilometers) northeast of Minne-
apolis. Owen fired a shot, wounding the bear which then ran away. The 
pair waited about 20 minutes before starting to look for the bear and 
used a neighbor’s tracking dog to try and find it.
 “We were sort of hung up in a thicket when we heard the dog 
yelp and sprint past us in retreat,” Beierman told the newspaper. “Just 
then, I stepped into a semi-clearing. I said, ‘There he is, Owen.’”
 The bear charged from about 6 feet (1.8 meters) away. Bei-
erman said he fired eight shots at the animal with his pistol, but all 
missed.
 “Before I knew it, I was flat on my back,” he recounted. “I 
started pistol-whipping him and it felt like I was striking a brick wall. 
I tried hitting him between the ear and mouth with a blunt edge of the 
pistol.”
 The bear then lunged at Beierman’s head.
 “All I could see were his claws and teeth,” he said. “I lifted my 
right arm to block him. I remember the first bite. I heard a crunch. The 
bear was still attacking. He wasn’t going to leave me.”
 “The bear was fighting for its life, and I was fighting for mine,’’ 
Beierman added. “I’m punching and kicking and flailing around. That’s 
when I saw a flash from the muzzle of Owen’s rifle.”
 Beierman then was able to push the bear off him. He estimates 
that the attack lasted about 45 seconds.
 A neighbor began driving Beierman and Owen to a hospital. 
They were met by an ambulance which took them the rest of the way. 

It is exciting to see big bluefish in the Chesapeake. Fish this size 
were abundant in the 80s before I was old enough to hold a rod. 
We had a lot of fun casting to 
breaking schools of fish off Smith 
Island over Labor Day weekend!

Tuan Nor Drum of Odenton, 
Maryland. Arrowed this beauti-
ful Sika Hind on Sept. 26, 2024 
on public land. Photo Coursey 
Winks Sporting Goods.
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Unless someone actually gets on a 
boat and heads offshore, or are really 
lucky to be on the right stretch of beach 
at just the right time, most folks who 
visit or even live on this part of the 
mid-Atlantic coast will never see a 
whale. But they’re out there!  

Common species of whales off our 
shores include fin, humpback, pilot, 
and minke whales. But at least eight 
other species including the northern 
right, sei, sperm, Curvier’s beaked, 
Gervai’s beaked, True’s beaked, Bla-
inville’s beaked, and killer whales may 
occasionally be observed, particularly 
in the waters near the continental shelf.

One of the most commonly seen le-
viathans off  Delmarva is the fin whale. 
Reaching lengths of almost 80-feet, fin 
whales are second in size only to the 
giant blue whale, which is recorded 
to be the largest living creature that’s 
ever inhabited our planet. Similar to 
blues, fin whales have a dorsal fin set 
far back and close to their tail and a 
long slender body. The upper jaw and 
head area (rostrum) is somewhat flat 
and v-shaped while the lower jaw and 
throat is covered with ventral grooves 
(pleats) that allow the throat area to 
expand tremendously when the animal 
is feeding. Fin whales are typically 
dark gray with light undersides.

Fin whales might be seen anytime 
off our coast but are particularly 
common during the cooler weather 
months. As big as they are, fin whales 
will actually come quite close to shore 
and it’s not uncommon to see them 
within 10-15 miles of the beach. These 
whales may first be recognized by 
their large size and then by the man-
ner in which they surface and dive. 
Fin whales break the surface first 
with the top of their head and blow 
(exhale) simultaneously. Then, as 
their head drops below the surface the 
back arches up and out of the water as 
they roll forward, eventually exposing 
their somewhat insignificant in size, 
but very visible dorsal fin. They will 
typically submerge without showing 
their tail flukes. A fin whale’s diet 
consists primarily of small schooling 
fish, squid and plankton and they’re 
reported to live as long as 90 years.

Anyone who has seen the Pacific 
Life Insurance ads on TV should be 
able to recognize the humpback whale 
with its black back, stout body and very 
long flippers (pec fins). Humpbacks 
may attain lengths of over 50-feet and 
sport a series of knobs (like large warts) 
across their head and lower jaw and 
on the leading edge of their flippers. 

Humpbacks are the whales most 
often seen locally by fall fishermen 
and can be one of the most exciting 
whales to observe as they will some-
times breach (jump) out of the water 
and often show their entire tails when 

they make deep dives. These whales 
also have a habit of laying on their 
side or back and slapping the surface 
of the water with their long flippers. 
Humpbacks will at times come very 
close to shore and are one species that 
has the highest probability of actually 
being seen from the beach. I’ve seen 
them myself from the sand of both 
Assateague and Ocean City shorelines. 

Long and short finned pilot whales 
are common sights for anglers who 
fish the continental shelf waters 50 
or more miles off our coast. Reach-
ing lengths of up to 25-feet these are 
some of the smaller whales usually 
seen off our coast. But what they lack 
in size pilot whales certainly make 
up for in numbers particularly when 
they congregate in “herds” of up to 
100 animals which may sometimes be 
seen resting like floating logs on the 
ocean’s surface. These are “toothed” 
whales that instead of having baleen 
(strainers), their mouths are filled with 
teeth similar to those of dolphins, and 
which they use to catch and eat fish 
and squid. 

Pilot whales are mostly black or 

very dark brown in color but may have 
white markings on their underside and 
sometimes on their backs. They have 
a very prominent dorsal fin forward 
on their back that slopes sharply back.

In my book one of the “coolest” 
whales often seen off our coast is the 
minke whale. With a relatively pointed 
head, and sleek tapering body, its pro-
file is not unlike the giant blue and fin 
whales. But the minke “only” grows to 
a little more than 30-feet. What’s really 
neat about this whale is its beautiful 
color markings.  The animal is mostly 
black or gray but has a light colored 
underside, a white band on each of 
its flippers, and a large chevron pat-
tern across its back. Minkes have a 
pointed and very prominent dorsal fin 
that becomes very obvious when they 
dive. They do not raise their tails as 
they leave the surface. Minke whales 
are fast swimmers and often dart under 
and around fishing boats that share 
their feeding grounds. Like the larger 
baleen whales, minkes feed primarily 
on small schooling fish, squid, and 
zooplankton.

Seeing a whale is always an in-
credible sight. Of course most of the 
time they’ll be seen from a boat miles 
offshore. Occasionally, however, a 
whale (usually a humpback) will come 
close enough that it can be seen from 
the beach.  With estimates of only 300 
individuals surviving today, northern 
right whales are one of the most endan-
gered species of whales on the planet, 
and seeing one anywhere is a BIG deal. 
Observing a pair of right whales from 
the beach is absolutely phenomenal, 
but that’s exactly what my wife and I 
were able to do a few years ago on a 

cool April morning.
Before that I had never seen a living 

right whale before, and even though 
we immediately suspected that’s what 
they were, we didn’t want to make that 
identification until we were positive. 
So we flipped through our whale ID 
book and compared what we were 
seeing to what it said we “should” be 
seeing: Predominately black in color 
– check. No dorsal fin – check. Robust 
body with broad smooth back – check. 
Narrow arching rostrum with wart-like 
callosities on rostrum, lower lip, and 
around eyes - check. V-shaped blow 
from double blowhole – check. Tail 
has large black flukes with a concave 
margin – check check.

That was enough evidence for us to 
officially identify what we were seeing 
off Ocean City’s beach that morning as 
two “northern right whales.” This spe-
cies is so endangered that the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) wants anyone who sees 
them to call 978-585-3622 and report 
the sighting to help them keep track 
of the travels of these animals and so 
that the Coast Guard can broadcast a 
“notice to mariners” over the VHF ra-
dio to alert boaters to proceed through 
the area with caution.

The ocean is a big pond with no 
fences other than the natural boundar-
ies of water temperatures, preferred 
depths, predators, and available food 
supplies – you never know what you 
might see. Whether walking down the 
beach, or in a boat miles from shore, at 
any moment Delmarva residents could 
suddenly be blessed with a view of one 
of the most incredible, beautiful, and 
largest creatures on earth!

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa • Hot Dogs
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks 
• Pepperjack & Cheddar Cheese

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

WE NOW OFFER 
VACUUM 
SEALING
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410-726-7946

“‘The best thing about hunting and fishing,’ the Old Man said, ‘is that you don’t have 
to actually do it to enjoy it. You can go to bed every night thinking about how much fun 
you had twenty years ago, and it all comes back clear as moonlight.’” — Robert Ruark

• Corn
• Fowl Ammo
• Deer Ammo
• Muzzleloading Supplies
• Firearm Cleaning Products
• Decoys and Accessories
• Marine Supplies
• Fishing Tackle
• Bait (Minnows, Worms, Cut 
Bait)

4729 Mountain Road
Pasadena, Md.

All About Bait and Tackle ShopAll About Bait and Tackle Shop

Live and Frozen Baits
Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / 

Razor Clams / Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle 
/ Crabbing Suppies / Pots / Lines and Much More!  

7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

Call Danny B. Harrison for PriCing & sPeCials

410-714-2200

Harrison’s Outfitter Service offers you 
the experience to hunt 

on prime waterfowl area’s!
Harrison’s Outfitter service 

PRIDES itself on the quality of the hunt!

Licensed Licensed 
OUTFITTER & Master GuideOUTFITTER & Master Guide

Now Booking for: 
Sea Ducks - Cast & Blast - Diver Ducks - Puddle Ducks - Dove 
- Canada Goose - Whitetail Deer -  Sika Deer - Charter Fishing

Still a few 
good dates for 
the upcoming 

waterfowl 
season.
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“The Last Word”“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

THIRTY YEARS AND 
A GREAT DAY

As you read this the hunting season 
will be a month in, with four glorious 
months left afield.  One afternoon while 
sitting on the stand, I thought about how 
safe hunting has become over the last 
thirty years. Gone are the days when 
climbers didn’t come with a harness, and 
two-by-fours nailed into the tree were the 
norm.  Today when I climbed the stand, I 
wore a full-body harness, which I clipped 
to a safety line that would keep to teth-
ered from the ground to my stand while 
climbing a set of aluminum sticks.  

The Maryland Hunting Accident Re-
port is produced by the Maryland Depart-
ment of Resources every year.  The report 
breaks accidents down into Two- Party 
(fatal or non-fatal) and Carless Handling 
/ Falling from Tree Stand (fatal or non-
fatal).  They also record information 
such as age, causes, weather conditions, 
hunting device used, hunter orange, spe-
cies hunted, and a brief synopsis of each 
accident.  https://dnr.maryland.gov/nrp/
Pages/Hunting-Incident-Reports.aspx

Looking over the reports from 2022 
and 2023, Maryland averaged 19 report-
ed hunting accidents or a rate of .0001%.  
Over roughly seven months (September-
February; April-May) at any given time, 
anywhere up to 120,000 people are en-
gaged in hunting in Maryland and the 
overwhelming majority do it safely.

The biggest threat to hunters isn’t be-

ing shot by others or themselves, its tree 
stands. Whether it is a lock-on, ladder 
stand, climber, or homemade wooden 
stand; entering or exiting; poses the big-
gest threat.  Twenty-one out of the thirty-
nine reported accidents during this period 
involved some activities related to a tree 
stand 69%.  The stand that led to the 
most accidents was the commercial lad-
der stand, with a lock on /climbing sticks 
and homemade wooden stands tied for 
second.   Broken cables on both lock-on 
and climbers were a contributing factor in 
several cases. The biggest denominator 
was the lack of a safety harness when in 
the tree or a safety line when ascending or 
descending.  When looking at tree stand 
accidents, what age group do you fall into 
factors in as well, with 60 + year-olds fol-
lowed by the 50-59-year-old comprising 
the majority of accidents.  Wisdom does 
not come with age.

With every stand coming with a safety 
harness, after-market vests, and harness, 
along with an already-made safety line 
for climbing in and out it’s disheartening 
that we have that many hunters who don’t 
use common sense to protect themselves.  
Hopefully, after reading this article or 
viewing the reports I can report next year 
of zero hunting accidents.   I have includ-
ed some reports, not to embarrass anyone 
but to hopefully educate and prevent the 
same from happening.  Be safe out there!

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1925 Eastern Ave. Fells Point, MD. 21231

tochtermansfishingtackle.comOVER 200 FLY REELS
ABEL • BAUER • ECHO GREYS • HARDY • 

LAMSON  ORVIS • REDINGTON • ROSS SAGE 
• TIBOR

OVER 200 FLY RODS
DOUGLAS • ECHO • GREYS HARDY • ORVIS 

REDINGTON • SAGE • WINSTON

FLIES, FLY MATERIALS & VISES
DO-IT • FULLING MILLS 

HARELINE • ORVIS 
RENZETTI • WAPSI

WADERS, SHOES & PACS
FISH POND • FROGG TOGGS KORKERS 

ORVIS • SIMMS LINES • AIRFLO • RIO 
SCIENTIFIC ANGLER • TEENY

OVER 1000 DIFFERENT RODS
ABU-GARCIA • ANDE • DAIWA 

DOUGLAS • FENWICH • LOOMIS 
OKUMA • PENN • ST. CROIX 

SHAKESPEARE • SHUIMABO 
STAR • TSUNAMI

OVER 700 DIFFERENT REELS
ABU-GARCIA • ACCURATE • AVET 

DAIWA • OKUMA • PENN • QUANTUM 
SHIMANO • SEIGLER • TSUNAMI

A 61-year-old Howard County Deer 
hunter fell approximately 25 feet from a 
tree while bow hunting. The subject was 
climbing up the tree using his climber 
tree stand when the cable broke causing 
him to fall. The subject was not wearing a 
safety harness at the time of the incident. 
The subject was transported via Medivac 
to shock trauma for treatment to his chest 
and hip.

A 51-year-old Dorchester County 
Deer hunter fell approximately 20 feet 
from a tree stand. The subject was stand-
ing on the base of the stand not wearing a 
harness when the cable attaching the base 
to the tree broke. The subject fell to the 
ground causing injuries to his spine and 
was transported to shock trauma.

A 52-year-old Frederick County small 
game hunter was rabbit hunting using a 
12 gauge shotgun. The subject was cross-
ing a fence when the gun fell causing it to 
fire. The pellets from the fired shell hit the 
tree next to him and deflected into his calf 
causing injuries. The subject drove him-
self to the hospital to receive care.

A 65-year-old Frederick County 
hunter fell from a tree stand due to rusty 
cables while deer hunting. The subject 
was standing on the platform of his tree 
stand when the cable broke causing him 
to fall. The subject was not wearing a 
safety harness at the time of the incident. 
The subject wastransported by EMS for 
treatment of non-life-threatening injuries.

A 51-year-old Washington County 
hunter fell approximately 20 feet from a 
tree stand while deer hunting. The sub-
ject lost his balance while leaning over 
causing him to fall. The subject was not 
wearing a safety harness. The subject was 
transported to the hospital for head, neck, 
and internal injuries.

A 65-year-old Anne Arundel County 
hunter fired his 10 gauge shotgun at a 
flying goose and hit a house. The hunt-

er mistakenly loaded his shotgun with 
a slug when he fired at the goose. The 
slug traveled through the exterior house 
wall and into furniture. The hunter was 
unaware of how a slug ended up in his 
waterfowl ammo box.

A 24-year-old Frederick County deer 
hunter attempted to shoot a deer but 
missed and the bullet traveled through 
the roof of a house and onto the living 
room floor. The deer was estimated to 
be 80 yards away but the angle and di-
rection of the shot put the house in the 
backdrop. The hunter believed the muz-
zleloader he was using may not ha

Jake Steppe of Sudlersville, 
MD caught this 19.8 lb snake-
head by bow, 8/28/2024, on the 
Upper Eastern Shore. It was 
19.8 lbs, only 1.2 lbs short of 
the state record, and 39 inches 
long! 
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Book of  the MonthRecipe of  the Month

INGREDIENTS
2 ducks, gutted and plucked, 

each duck cut into two 
halves of a boneless breast 
attached to a whole leg (4 
pieces total)

Vegetable or canola oil
Kosher salt, Freshly ground black pepper
APPLE CHUTNEY
2 lbs. Granny Smith apples (about 4 apples)
1 tbsp. mustard seeds
1 tsp. cumin seeds
1 onion, peeled and diced small
6 cloves garlic, minced
2 tbsp. grated fresh ginger
2 tbsp. turmeric
1 serrano pepper, seeded and finely chopped
Lemon juice
3 tbsp. vegetable oil
3/4 cup brown sugar
3/4 cup apple cider vinegar
1/4 cup golden raisins
1/4 cup dried cranberries
2 tbsp. honey
Kosher salt
1/4 cup lemon juice (optional)
DIRECTIONS
Preheat the oven to 375° .
Lightly oil a heavy cast-iron pan (I brush mine with oil and remove the 
excess with a paper towel).
Heat the pan on the stovetop over medium-high heat until very hot.
Season the duck on both sides with salt and pepper.
Sear the duck halves skin side down, pressing it down so that the 
duck skin has maximum contact with the hot pan. You want to get the 
skin crisp and golden; a large duck takes close to 10 minutes.
Using tongs, lift up the duck halves and check to see if there are any 
feathers poking up from the skin.
If so, burn them off with a lighter, a kitchen torch, or the stove burner.
Flip the duck halves so the skin side is up.
Set the pan in the oven and roast 5-8 minutes, or until the internal 
temperature is 135°-140° for medium-rare.
The juices should be pink and oily but not bloody, and the breast 
meat should look pink.
Remove from the oven and let rest for a few minutes. Separate the 
leg from the breast meat and slice the breast thinly.
Serve with Apple Chutney.
Apple Chutney I like the idea of making my own apple chutney in 
the fall when there are so many apples and so many ducks. But you 
could easily use your favorite store-bought chutney instead and save 
the apples for a pie.
Peel and core the apples, and cut into 1/3-inch cubes.
Toss with enough lemon juice to coat the apple pieces and prevent 
them from browning.
In a large saucepan over medium heat, combine the oil, mustard 
seeds, and cumin seeds.
Cook until the seeds start to toast and pop. Add onion and cook until 
cara melized, about 6 minutes.
Add the garlic, ginger, turmeric, and serrano pepper and cook over 
medium-high heat until fragrant.
Add the brown sugar and stir until it begins to dissolve, about 2 minutes.
Add the vinegar and bring to a simmer.
Cook for about 10 minutes to combine the flavors.
Add the diced apples, raisins, and cranberries.
Cook for about 15 minutes until the apples are softened.
Add honey and cook over low heat until thickened.
Adjust seasoning with salt, honey, or additional lemon juice, as 
needed.

ROASTED 
DUCK
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SECOND AMENDMENT RANGE 
EVENT 
Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024 12-6pm
Middleville Farm 2924 Ocean 
Gateway, Trappe, MD. 
Single Tickets $75 Couples Tick-
ets $125.  Includes Food & Shoot-
ing.  Kids 12 and under FREE.  
Limited Tickets Available.  Order 
your tickets today. 
Family Friendly Event - NO ALCO-
HOL 
Please share with your Freedom 
Loving Friends

1987 38’ x 10’ Lempke. One of 13 38 
foot glass hulls built in Trappe, MD 
between 1983 and 1995.
100% glass hull
Coosa washboards, collar boards, 
and stern deck
2 piece removable canopy. Canopy 
is glass over wood and was profes-
sionally built for this boat.

John Deere 6068 220 hp turbo 
charged 6 cylinder inline diesel(5000 
hours on full professional rebuild)
Does not burn a drop of oil between 
changes. Always had 300 hour oil 

and filter changes. Always starts at 
first push of button.
Block heater installed, runs of stan-
dard 3 prong electrical outlet.
Keel cooled with wet exhaust. Raw 
water pump only cools exhaust after 
turbo.
Comes with stainless exhaust dry 
stack that could be installed in place 
of wet exhaust. Transmission is a ZF 
280-1A ratio 1.5:1 with trolling valve. 
Transmission was brand new in July 
2023(1200+/- hours on it)
This transmission has a pto output 
available on it for hydualic pumps, 
accepts a “B” style flange.
Current wheel is 4 blade 22 x 20 
Comes with spare brand new 4 
blade 21 x 19 
Cruises at 15 knots @2000 rpm
Top speed 20+ knots
Cabin is original glass over wood.
Sliding side and rear windows.
Ample storage areas in cabin and 
bow area.
12 inch Garmin touchscreen GPS/
sounder with 18 inch Garmin radar. 
Bronze thru hull transducer. All work 
flawlessly.
Spare 10 inch Garmin GPS/sounder 
is included.
has spotlight
LED lightbar
marine vhf
am/fm stereo
8’ vhf antenna
8’ am/fm antenna

Floor is 3/4 marine grade fir and fully 
glassed.
Motorbox is 2 piece, all aluminum 
with soundproof insulation.
60 gallon poly fuel tank is under ceil-
ing in front of motorbox
Center section of floor between 
motor and stern is aluminum and 
removable for access and mainte-
nance.
Stainless piping between cabin helm 
and rear helm.
Full hydraulic steering.
12 gallon hydraulic pump
Built in 20 gallon hydraulic tank un-
der motor box.
All safety equipment 
included(lifering, lifejackets)
Crab cull box included.
I’d like to keep the line winder.
No oyster equipment included.
Spare new raw water pump in-
cluded.
Numerous misc spare parts and 
hydraulic fittings included.
Smaller boat on the way, this one will 
be available end of October,
Brian- 443 286-4326
$50,000

Attention Small Game and Varmint 
Hunters
Rabbit, squirrel, fox, and coyote
Guided or Unguided
Call 410-758-1824

Four trolling rods/reels. Excellent 

condition. Tsunami Five-Star 6’ rods 
with Penn Warfare 30LW Reels. 
$375 for all. call 410-443-9989

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard 
grass, and mix. Eastern shore 
410-708 4005

5 hang on  nontypical tree stands, 
4 sets of climbing rapid rails,  125 
screw in tree steps.  $900  for all. 
PH 302-349-5333.

Firewood for Sale - $250/cord. Un-
processed logs you cut and split; 3 
cords $250. Delivered & dumped. 
Info: Bob 301-674-3770

Great Plains .50 cal. black pow-
der, 32”,  engraved, Made in Italy, 
nice condition. Valve $900 Sell 
$350   410-428-4838

Shelled Deer Corn
$9.50 / Bag
$370 / Pallet (40 Bags)
50 LB Bags / Located In Denton
Call Or Text (410)4638841
Venmo / Cashapp / Apple Pay

Looking for Benelli M1 20 GA to 
buy. Call Buddy 240-338-1605

Two drawer tool box fits in bed of 
Dodge truck Call Rich 410-991-
6367 

FOR SALE

Classifieds

2024 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

2024 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM
www.majorcrabs.com

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
443-

249-5125

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE
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Dealers & Distributors Welcome!
(814) 612-2077 • sales@staarlubricants.com

100% BIODEGRADABLE • NON-FLAMMABLE  
NON-TOXIC • SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE

• Fights Corrosion
• Cleans & Degreases
• Protects Fiberglass
• Lubricates
• CA Prop. 65 Compliant 

Trick Shot® Marine Lubricant & Cleaner is VGP/EAL  
as defined by the EPA and enforced by the Coast Guard.  
ASTM proven to provide rust and corrosion protection against 
salt and fresh water and to stay free flowing to -15 degrees F 
and below. Conforms to OECD Environmentally Acceptable 
Lubricant test standards for biodegradability, aquatic toxicity, 
and bioaccumulation making it safe and hazard free for use 
around waterways.

 MARINE
LUBRICANT & CLEANER  MARINE
LUBRICANT & CLEANER 

Now Available

See Our Full 
Product Line

TS_FishingHunting_HalfPgAd.indd   1TS_FishingHunting_HalfPgAd.indd   1 3/28/24   8:32 AM3/28/24   8:32 AM

 The blue catfish’s population has become such a problem that the state re-
cently initiated a Maryland Catfish Trail where anglers can target fellow inva-
sive flathead catfish and snakeheads in an attempt to help lower their numbers.
 Don’t think that the next time you reel in an invasive fish you only get tasty 
fillets and a photo opportunity.
 Maryland is offering anglers the opportunity to reel in monthly prizes, earn 
rewards, and even turn a profit while actively combating invasive species and 
contributing to the state’s vital conservation initiatives.

Reel Rewards Program (through Oct. 31)
The Baltimore-based nonprofit Environmental Justice Journalism Initiative fo-
cuses on addressing the threat posed by invasive fish species to the Baltimore 
Harbor ecosystem, economy, and native species.
Participants not only contribute to the scientific understanding of invasive 
species populations, but can also earn $30 for each head of an aquatic invasive 
species.
Go to www.ejji.org/reel-rewards.

Great Chesapeake Invasives Count (through April 30, 2025)
The Coastal Conservation Association Maryland, in collaboration with Yama-
ha Rightwaters, is holding a free tournament where anglers have the opportu-
nity to compete for monthly prizes.
Participants can log their catches and can input details such as total length, 
weight, and even stomach contents through a mobile app.
Go to www.ccamd.org/the-great-chesapeake-invasives-count/.

Fish Maryland Program (year round)
Maryland DNR manages FishMaryland, a recreational fishing award program.
The Invasive Species Award recognizes anglers for reporting their catch of 
specific invasive fish species and promotes conservation efforts.
Go to dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/FishMaryland/index.aspx.

Maryland Catfish Trail hopes to 
control invasive species

Cody Gallien felt good to let an arrow fly on some velvet this
 evening.
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CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Halethorpe, MD

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessportshop.com
•GUNS • AMMO • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2024 “67 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

2024-2025 HUNTING LICENSES

Full Line of Bowhunting Supplies

BROWNING KNIVES DOVE SUPPLIES
Stools & Buckets

 Guns & Dove Loads
 Lightweight 
Camouflage

Decoys

Cynergy... 
The Next Step in 
Over and Unders

BAR Mark II 
Safari

25-06  270 Win
30-06-spfld

300 win Mag 24”
308 Win Mag.

Citori 725
Sporting Clays & Field Models in Stock

YOUR FULL LINE DEALER

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns

Available in 10. 12, 20, 28 and 410 Gauge
Mossy Oak Camo, Stalker Composite or Clas-

sic, Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

NEW Auric Camo
Gold Light 10 Gauge

Browning A5
NEW Auric Camo

3” - 31/2”

New Citori CX, CXS, CXT 
Over and Under Shotguns
Semi Gloss Walnut Stocks, 
Field Models, Sporting and 

Trap Models

X-Bolt Mountain Pro Tungsten
Big game bolt-action hunting rifle


